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Current Role & Relevant Experience: 
 

November 1993-Present:  Co-founder and Director of Global Witness. 

 

What is Global Witness:  Global Witness, founded in 1993, works on the links between 

environmental exploitation and human rights abuses.  In practice, a significant focus of this work is 

the role of the extractive industries in the driving of conflict, environmental destruction, corruption 

and the looting of countries – and how to address these critical issues. 

 

My role – 1997-present:  As an executive director, campaigner and investigator at Global Witness, 

my role has been (and continues to be) as a key decision-maker around investigations, their 

management, including also conducting investigations, the subsequent publishing of findings, and 

the follow-up advocacy and policy work, informed by the evidence uncovered.  The fight for 

accountability of the extractives sector, which I began for Global Witness in 1997 and have been 

intimately involved in ever since, is complex to distil down - so the following is illustrative and an 

attempt to relate to some of the key moments.  Many more have been left out: 

 

Key stages: 

1997-1999:  I began Global Witness’ extractives work through investigations into the role of the oil 

and banking sectors in the driving of Angola’s civil war, and the looting of that country. 

December 1999: Published Global Witness’ report, A Crude Awakening, with a focus on Angola, 

which began the international call for mandatory transparency of payments from the oil sector in 

Angola. 

January 2000-March 2001:  Began confidential discussions, brokered by UK Government, with some 

oil companies (most would not meet) about how to create a voluntary payment disclosure system.  

Discussions ended when BP threatened with contract termination by Angola, having stated it would 

publish payments. 

March 2001-March 2002:  Resumed investigations into oil sector corruption in Angola.  Published 

findings in March 2002, All the Presidents’ Men, coining the name, “Publish What You Pay.” 

June 2002:  Having conceived the mechanism for a mandatory disclosure regime, I co-founded the 

Publish What You Pay (PWYP) campaign. 

Throughout 2002:  My colleagues and I were involved in behind the scenes work with the UK 

Government Cabinet Office, helping to shape what became the UK’s “political” reaction to the PWYP 

launch – the UK’s launch of the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI). 

March 2003:  Attended the inaugural meeting of EITI in Lancaster House, London. 

Early 2003 – 2010: Continued investigations, advocacy and push for advancement of EITI standard 

(when EITI was launched, it had no basic standard) and for mandatory disclosure laws.  By way of 

illustration, see some of the elements of this work below: 
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- Commissioned “stalking horse” version of a potential mandatory disclosure law.  Over 

subsequent years, drafts were shared with key academic and other contacts and amended 

to create a refined draft disclosure law. 

- Extensive advocacy, supported by Investigations and subsequent publication of evidence on 

both sides of the Atlantic. 

- I testified in several hearings on Capitol Hill.  For example, Helsinki Commission hearing:  

Energy & Democracy, Oil and Water? – see here:  https://www.csce.gov/international-

impact/events/energy-and-democracy-oil-and-

water?FuseAction=ContentRecords.ViewDetail&ContentRecord_id=392&Region_id=0&Issue_id=0&C

ontentType=H%2CB&ContentRecordType=H&CFID=8205202&CFTOKEN=74208514 

https://www.csce.gov/sites/helsinkicommission.house.gov/files/Taylor%20Testimony.pdf 

https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/archive/testimony-hearing-resource-curse-or-

blessing-africas-extractive-industries-time-record-oil/ 

- Illustrative publications during this period: 

https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/archive/does-us-bank-harbour-equatorial-guineas-oil-

millions-secret-accounts-us-department-justice/ 

Time for Transparency: https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/reports/time-transparency/ 
Riddle of the Sphynx:  https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/campaigns/oil-gas-and-mining/riddle-
sphynx-where-has-congos-oil-money-gone/ 
The Secret Life of a Shopaholic: https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/campaigns/corruption-and-
money-laundering/banks/secret-life-shopaholic/ 

It’s a Gas:  https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/reports/its-gas/ 
All that Gas:  https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/archive/all-gas-eu-and-turkmenistan/ 
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/reports/all-gas/ 
 

This work helped support first the creation of a potential stand-alone revenue transparency bill, 

introduced in the US Senate, S. 3389, the Extractive Industries Transparency Disclosure Act – 

EITD.  This act was in the process of working its way through the US Congress, when the global 

economy collapsed in 2008.  In the aftermath, this work continued with the offices of Senators 

Cardin and Lugar, after which they introduced a redux version of the EITD, which became 

Section 1504 of the US Dodd-Frank Act, signed into law in July 2010. 

 

In parallel, I also focussed on improvements to the EITI standard.  This took place both through 

my colleagues who served during earlier EITI boards and with whom I worked closely, and 

through international advocacy work as appropriate.  Interesting to note, the passage of Section 

1504 substantially changed the debate around aggregated data disclosure to the potential for 

project level disclosure. 

 

2010 – Present: 

- Advocacy turned to the EU, to shape the EU Accounting and Transparency Directives, 

ultimately concluding in 2013, with Directives which mimicked the transparency law and 

rules brought in in the United States – this was the start of creating a global mandatory 

disclosure standard.  My work consisted of advocacy across the member states and in 

Brussels – See here an example comment from 2013: 

https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/archive/summary-new-eu-accounting-and-transparency-

directives/ 

 

https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/events/energy-and-democracy-oil-and-water?FuseAction=ContentRecords.ViewDetail&ContentRecord_id=392&Region_id=0&Issue_id=0&ContentType=H%2CB&ContentRecordType=H&CFID=8205202&CFTOKEN=74208514
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/events/energy-and-democracy-oil-and-water?FuseAction=ContentRecords.ViewDetail&ContentRecord_id=392&Region_id=0&Issue_id=0&ContentType=H%2CB&ContentRecordType=H&CFID=8205202&CFTOKEN=74208514
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/events/energy-and-democracy-oil-and-water?FuseAction=ContentRecords.ViewDetail&ContentRecord_id=392&Region_id=0&Issue_id=0&ContentType=H%2CB&ContentRecordType=H&CFID=8205202&CFTOKEN=74208514
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/events/energy-and-democracy-oil-and-water?FuseAction=ContentRecords.ViewDetail&ContentRecord_id=392&Region_id=0&Issue_id=0&ContentType=H%2CB&ContentRecordType=H&CFID=8205202&CFTOKEN=74208514
https://www.csce.gov/sites/helsinkicommission.house.gov/files/Taylor%20Testimony.pdf
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/archive/testimony-hearing-resource-curse-or-blessing-africas-extractive-industries-time-record-oil/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/archive/testimony-hearing-resource-curse-or-blessing-africas-extractive-industries-time-record-oil/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/archive/does-us-bank-harbour-equatorial-guineas-oil-millions-secret-accounts-us-department-justice/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/archive/does-us-bank-harbour-equatorial-guineas-oil-millions-secret-accounts-us-department-justice/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/reports/time-transparency/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/campaigns/oil-gas-and-mining/riddle-sphynx-where-has-congos-oil-money-gone/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/campaigns/oil-gas-and-mining/riddle-sphynx-where-has-congos-oil-money-gone/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/campaigns/corruption-and-money-laundering/banks/secret-life-shopaholic/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/campaigns/corruption-and-money-laundering/banks/secret-life-shopaholic/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/reports/its-gas/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/archive/all-gas-eu-and-turkmenistan/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/reports/all-gas/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/archive/summary-new-eu-accounting-and-transparency-directives/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/archive/summary-new-eu-accounting-and-transparency-directives/


- Work continued in the US on framing the rule for Section 1504 through submissions to the 

SEC.  This work contributed to the framing of the 1st SEC rule of 2012, the fight in its defence, 

and the subsequent 2016 SEC rule. 

- In parallel, I continued to work within the EITI process, both through Global Witness and 

PWYP coalition colleagues on the board, and in the wings of EITI international and board 

meetings.  This work related to gradual improvement of the EITI standard, through each of 

its significant improvement stages.  Continued investigative, advocacy and work focussed on 

prosecution of companies for corruption, provides useful back-up “ammunition” in support 

of standard improvement.  This has been particularly important for beneficial ownership, 

environmental and climate disclosures, and disclosure of contracts.  A key concern and focus 

has been ensuring the efficacy of the Civil Society Protocol.  I have also been involved in 

some of the behind the scenes in-country EITI work, such as in Myanmar. 

 

I would be happy to discuss this further in person. 


